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Welcome back to another exciting edition of the HRCSD Instructional Newsletter!   
 
This month our instructional focus is on Academic Language Support – Vocabulary Instruction. 
Vocabulary instruction is one of the most important activities that we do with our class in terms of 
helping them to master content and curriculum being taught as well as improving functional literacy.      
 
Thanks for all you do to make HRCSD such a great place to work and LEARN!!!!  
Neely Kirwan 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary is the knowledge of words and word meanings. As Steven Stahl (2005) puts it, 
"Vocabulary knowledge is knowledge; the knowledge of a word not only implies a definition, but 
also implies how that word fits into the world." Vocabulary knowledge is not something that can 
ever be fully mastered; it is something that expands and deepens over the course of a lifetime. 
Instruction in vocabulary involves far more than looking up words in a dictionary and using the 
words in a sentence. Vocabulary is acquired incidentally through indirect exposure to words and 
intentionally through explicit instruction in specific words and word-learning strategies. According 
to Michael Graves (2000), there are four components of an effective vocabulary program: 

1.    Wide or extensive independent reading to expand word knowledge 

2.   Instruction in specific words to enhance comprehension of texts containing those words 

3.   Instruction in independent word-learning strategies, and 

4.   Word consciousness and word-play activities to motivate and enhance learning 

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/9943/ 

 

Here are a few great resources article/blog/resources on effective instructional 
techniques related to vocabulary. 

http://www.edutopia.org/blog/vocabulary-instruction-teaching-tips-rebecca-alber 

http://people.bu.edu/jpettigr/Artilces_and_Presentations/Vocabulary.htm 

 

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/9943/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/vocabulary-instruction-teaching-tips-rebecca-alber
http://people.bu.edu/jpettigr/Artilces_and_Presentations/Vocabulary.htm


CCSS Shifts 1, 2, 3, and 6 all have direct ties to purposeful teaching of vocabulary skills.  Shift 3 is 
specially focused on it in that it asks teachers to develop the student’s ability to USE and ACCESS 
words, be STRATEGIC when teaching new words, and to be SPECIFIC and SELECTIVE about the words 
you teach.   

Shift 3:  Academic Vocabulary 

Students constantly build the vocabulary they need to access grade level complex texts by focusing 
strategically on comprehension of pivotal and commonly found words.  Teachers constantly build 

students’ ability to access more complex texts across the content areas. 

Student Teacher 

Use high octane words across content areas (Tier II 
words) 

Develop student’s ability to use and access words 

Build “language of power” database Be strategic about the new vocabulary words 

 Work with words students will use frequently; 
teach few words more deeply 

 

 

Don’t forget to 
keep in mind 
that students not 
only need to 
learn your 
curriculum’s 
vocabulary… 
but also Tier II 
words that they 
encounter 
regularly but 
keep them from 
understanding 
the content or 
questions.   

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=SBgl8dYCm0IhqM&tbnid=ZptEolzytw7IxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://blog.maketaketeach.com/the-need-for-explicit-vocabulary-instruction/&ei=NAtoUpiHC-qIiwLo5oGYBw&bvm=bv.55123115,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNEv9FO7jM2-Gs2-coU2AQuzBfXL5w&ust=1382636719233853


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://eyeoneducation.com/Blog/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/2700/Infographic-10-Principles-for-Effective-Vocabulary-Instruction


One of my favorite educational leader’s suggestions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational leader Robert Marzano’s suggestion for effective vocabulary instruction 
includes six steps outlined below.  He stresses that in all content areas, direct 
vocabulary instruction is essential: 

 

 Step one: The teacher explains a new word, going beyond reciting its definition 
(tap into prior knowledge of students, use imagery). 

 Step two: Students restate or explain the new word in their own words (verbally 
and/or in writing). 

 Step three: Ask students to create a non-linguistic representation of the word (a 
picture, or symbolic representation). 

 Step four: Students engage in activities to deepen their knowledge of the new 
word (compare words, classify terms, write their own analogies and 
metaphors). 

 Step five: Students discuss the new word (pair-share, elbow partners). 
 Step six: Students periodically play games to review new vocabulary (Pyramid, 

Jeopardy, Telephone). 
 

Marzano's six steps do something revolutionary to vocabulary learning: They make it 
fun! Students think about, talk about, apply, and play with new words.  

 

Check our District Website for information and resources on: 
SBAC Performance Tasks:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6595 
SBAC Assessment Support:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521 
How to access the SBAC Interim Assessments:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521 
How to use Performance Tracker:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/5782 
Entering Work Samples into Performance Tracker:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6538 
CCSS Resources:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/860 
HRCSD Assessment Calendars:  http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/1069 
 
 
 

http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6595
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6521
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/5782
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/Page/6538
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/860
http://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/domain/1069


Teaching Channel 
 
 If you haven’t taken a look at the Teaching Channel, you should consider taking a 
few moments to peruse through this great resource of teaching videos on just about any 
subject.  There are videos on everything from Socratic Seminars to Fruit Haiku , Paint Chip 
Vocabulary and Understanding Fractions. 
 
 The Teaching Channel is a nonprofit video showcase that houses free resources for 
teachers.  There are several ways to search for videos:  by content, grades or topics along 
with a navigation bar and search box.  You can also share videos with colleagues and 
friends. 
 
  Just this week I watched a video on gravity, mass and weight for elementary 
students, and learned how to take notes on videos I’ve watched on the Teaching Channel.   
 
 Once teachers create a free account, you have a workspace that shows your activity, 
any saved notes and a lesson planner.  Teaching Channel has a newsletter you may 
subscribe to and a blog.   
 

Check out the Teaching Channel at https://www.teachingchannel.org 
 
 
 

Peer Observations at HRVHS 
 

During PLC time, we frequently talk about what we are doing in our classrooms, but we 
rarely have the time to actually go and see what our colleagues teach.  With support from the 
Hood River Academy, the English Department at HRVHS decided to try out some peer 
observations.  We set up a chart, decided who we wanted to visit, and rotated through each 
other’s classrooms over the next few weeks.  Our goal was not to evaluate or assess, it was 
simply to observe and maybe to take a few ideas back to our own classrooms.  READ MORE 
HERE 
 
 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/
http://web.hoodriver.k12.or.us/HRAcademy/peer-observations-at-hrvhs/
http://web.hoodriver.k12.or.us/HRAcademy/peer-observations-at-hrvhs/

